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2. S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is  a m e n d e d  a s  f o l l o w s  —

(i)  b y  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  “ a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r ”  
a p p e a r i n g  t h e r e i n  a n d  b y  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  t h e r e f o r  
o f  a  n e w  d e f i n i t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s  —

“ a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r ”  m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  
a s  a n  a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
s e c t i o n  4 A ; ”  a n d

(ii)  b y  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  “ p u b l i c  o f f i c e r ”  
a p p e a r i n g  t h e r e i n  a n d  b y  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  t h e r e f o r  o f  a 
n e w  d e f i n i t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s  —

“ p u b l i c  o f f i c e r ”  m e a n s ,  s u b j e c t  to  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
s u b s e c t i o n s  (3 )  a n d  ( 4 ) ,  a n y  p e r s o n  e m p l o y e d  b y  
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i n c l u d e s  a n y  t e a c h e r  e m p l o y e d  
i n  a  G o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l ; ” .

3 .  S e c t i o n  4  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  w o r d s  “ t h e  C o n s o l i d a t e d  F u n d ”  a p p e a r i n g  
t h e r e i n  o f  t h e  w o r d s  “ a n d  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  F u n d . ” .

4. T h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  s e c t i o n  4  t h e r e o f  o f  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  a s  f o l lo w s  —

“ A ccounting 4 A .  (1 )  T h e  M i n i s t e r  s h a l l ,  w h e n  l a y i n g  t h e  a n n u a l
responsibility e s t i m a t e s  o f  r e c u r r e n t  r e v e n u e  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  t h e  

C o n s o l i d a t e d  F u n d  a n d  o f  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  F u n d ,  in  
r e s p e c t  o f  e a c h  h e a d  t h e r e o f  d e s i g n a t e  a  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  
t o  b e  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r  f o r  s u c h  h e a d .

(2 )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y t h i n g  c o n t a i n e d  in  s u b ­
s e c t i o n  (1 )  t h e  M i n i s t e r  m a y ,  i f  h e  t h i n k s  i t  d e s i r a b l e  —

( a )  d e s i g n a t e  d i f f e r e n t  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  a  h e a d  o f  r e v e n u e ;  a n d

( b )  a t  a n y  t i m e  d e s i g n a t e  a  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  t o  b e  t h e  
a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r  f o r  a n y  h e a d  o r  p a r t  t h e r e o f  
a n d  i n c l u d e  s u c h  d e s i g n a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  e s t i m a t e s  o f  e x ­
p e n d i t u r e  o r  r e v e n u e .

(3 )  W h e r e  a  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  in  
r e s p e c t  o f  a  p a r t  o f  a  h e a d  o f  r e v e n u e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
s u b s e c t i o n  (4 )  s h a l l  a p p l y  t o  s u c h  o f f i c e r  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  
s u c h  p a r t  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  r e v e n u e  f o r  w h i c h  h e  is d e s i g ­
n a t e d .



(4) A public officer designated under this section 
shall be responsible for —

(a) the control of expenditure;
(b) the collection of revenue and  the paym ent 

thereof into the Consolidated Fund or the 
D evelopm ent Fund as the case m ay be;

(c) the control, custody, issue and use of all public 
stores; and

(d) the custody o f public monies;
for the head in respect of which he is designated .” .

5. Section 1 7 o f the principal law is am ended by the deletion of 
subsection (4) thereof.

6. Section 22 of the principal law is am ended as follows 
(i) in subsection (2) thereof —

(a) by the substitution of a semi-colon and the word 
" a n d ” for the fullstop a t the end o f p arag rap h
(c) thereof and  by the addition thereafter of a 
new parag rap h  as follows —

‘‘(d) unless the M inister shall otherwise 
d irect, monies earned by or received in 
reim bursem ent of expenditure under 
any p ro jec t:” ; and

(b) by the addition at the end thereof o f two new 
provisos as follows —

''P ro v id ed  th a t notw ithstanding anyth ing  
contained in any o ther w ritten  law any 
monies received from proceeds of any gran t or 
loan for the purposes o f the F und shall not, 
unless the M inister shall otherw ise d irect, be 
paid in to  the Fund  except to offset expendi­
ture incurred  by and  disbursed from the Fund 
in respect o f the project for w hich such loan 
was raised or g ran t m ade and  shall, pending 
the paym ent into the F und, be paid into a 
deposit a c co u n t:

Provided fu rther th a t any monies earned by 
or received in reim bursem ent o f expenditure
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u n d e r  a n y  p r o j e c t  m a y ,  i f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  s h a l l  so  
d i r e c t ,  b e  p a i d j n t o  a  d e p o s i t  a c c o u n t  p e n d i n g  
t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  F u n d  o n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
M i n i s t e r ” ; a n d

( i i)  b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  s u b s e c t i o n
(3 )  t h e r e o f  o f  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s  —

" ( 4 )  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n  11 ( 2 ) ,  (3 )  a n d  (4 )  s h a l l  
a p p l y  t o  a n y  m o n i e s  p a i d  i n t o  a  d e p o s i t  a c c o u n t  
u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  ( 2 ) . ” .

7. S e c t i o n  2 3  (1 )  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  p a r a g r a p h  ( b )  o f  a  n e w  p a r a g r a p h  a s  f o l l o w s  —

" ( c )  a n y  f u n d  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  
p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  h i m  b y  s e c t i o n  2 3 A ; ” .

8. T h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  s e c t i o n  2 3  t h e r e o f  o f  t w o  n e w  s e c t i o n s  a s  f o l l o w s  —

‘Establish- 2 3 A .  (1 )  T h e  M i n i s t e r  m a y ,  b y  O r d e r  in  t h e  G a z e t t e ,
tn e m o f  e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  S p e c i a l  F u n d s .
Special Funds 1

(2 )  E v e r y  O r d e r  m a d e  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  (1 )  s h a l l  
s t a t e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a n d  t h e  r e v e n u e  t o  b e  p a i d  i n t o  t h e  
S p e c i a l  F u n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e b y  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F u n d .

(3 )  E v e r y  O r d e r  m a d e  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  u n d e r  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  l a i d  b e f o r e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  a t  t h e  
n e x t  m e e t i n g  c o m m e n c i n g  a f t e r  s u c h  O r d e r  h a s  b e e n  
m a d e .

23.B. (1 )  W h e n  a  S p e c i a l  F u n d  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d
b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  b y  
s e c t i o n  2 3 A  o r  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  a n y  o t h e r  
w r i t t e n  l a w  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  S e c o n d  S c h e d u l e ,  
i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o l u m n s ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  s u c h  F u n d ,  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  s u c h  F u n d  a n d  t h e  r e v e n u e  t o  b e  p a i d  i n t o  
s u c h  F u n d .

(2 )  W h e n  a  S p e c i a l  F u n d  h a s  b e e n  d i s s o l v e d  b y  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  i n  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  b y  s e c t i o n  2 6  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  s u c h  F u n d  s h a l l  b e  d e l e t e d  f r o m  t h e  S e c o n d  
S c h e d u l e . ” .

Am endm ent 
of section 29 
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9. S e c t i o n  2 9  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  
t h e  w o r d s  " a n y  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  a u t h o r i s e d  b y  h i m ”  a p p e a r i n g  t h e r e i n  
a n d  b y  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  t h e r e f o r  o f —



“ (i) any public officer; or
(ii) any  person publicly carrying on the profession of 

a c c o u n tan t;
authorised by h im .” .

10. Section 37 o f the principal law is am ended as follows
(i) by the deletion o f the w ord ” o r” appearing  a t the end 

o f p a rag rap h  (c) thereof and  by the addition o f the 
word ' :o r” a t the end o f p a rag rap h  (d) thereof;

(ii) by the addition im m ediately after parag rap h  (d) 
thereof o f a new p arag rap h  as follows —

“ (e) is or was a t the tim e o f such em ploym ent responsible 
for com m itting or incurring, or for authorising or 
requiring  an officer u nder his control to com m it or 
incur, expenditure in excess of any am ount duly 
authorised a t the tim e o f such com m ittal or expen­
d itu re ;” and

(iii) by the deletion o f all the words from ” and  if, w ithin a 
period” to the end o f the section and  by the sub­
stitution therefor of the following —
''a n d  if, w ithin the period specified by the Perm anent 
Secretary, an explanation satisfactory to him  is not 
furnished w ith regard  to such com m ittal o r incurring  
of such excess expenditure, or the au thorisation or 
requ irem ent thereof, failure to collect, im proper 
paym ent, paym ent no t duly vouched, deficiency, 
loss, dam age or destruction, as the case m ay be, the 
P erm anen t Secretary m ay surcharge against such 
person the am ount com m itted  or incurred in excess 
or not collected, o r such im proper paym ent, paym ent 
not duly  vouched, deficiency or loss or the value of the 
p roperty  destroyed or dam aged, as the case m ay be, 
or such lesser am ount as the P erm anen t Secretary m ay 
determ ine .” .

11. T h e  p rincipal law  is am ended  by the insertion therein 
im m ediately after section 37 thereof of a new section as follows —
-Surcharge  37A. (1) N otw ithstanding  any th ing  contained in
oi accounting section 37 w here the M inister is of the opinion th a t the 
° cers liability  for any su rcharge m ade u n d er section 37 was 

incurred  wholly or partia lly  by reason o f the lack of
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s u p e r v i s i o n  b y  h i s  a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r  w h o  
w a s  s u r c h a r g e d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  m a y  r e c o m m e n d  t o  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  t h a t  s u c h  a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r  b e  s u r c h a r g e d .

( 2 )  W h e r e  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  (1 )  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  c a l l  
f o r  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r  c o n c e r n e d  
a n d  if ,  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  s u c h " e x p l a n a t i o n ,  h e  is s a t i s f i e d  
t h a t  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  s u r c h a g e  w a s  i n c u r r e d  w h o l l y  o r  
p a r t i a l l y  b y  r e a s o n  o f  l a c k  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  h e  s h a l l  i n s t r u c t  
t h e  P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y  t o  s u r c h a g e  a g a i n s t  s u c h  
a c c o u n t i n g  o f f i c e r .

(3 )  A n y  s u r c h a r g e  m a d e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
s u b s e c t i o n  (2 )  s h a l l  n o t ,  w h e n  a d d e d  t o  a n y  s u r c h a r g e  
i m p o s e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  3 7 ,  e x c e e d  t h e  e x c e s s  e x p e n d i t u r e  
c o m m i t t e d  o r  i n c u r r e d ,  i m p r o p e r  p a y m e n t  m a d e ,  
p a y m e n t  n o t  d u l y  v o u c h e d ,  d e f i c i e n c y ,  lo ss ,  d a m a g e  o r  
d e s t r u c t i o n  a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  b e . ” .

12. S e c t i o n  3 8  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is  a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  d e l e t i o n  
o f  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  f i g u r e s  “ s e c t i o n  3 7  o f  t h i s  A c t ”  a p p e a r i n g  t h e r e i n  
a n d  b y  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  t h e r e f o r  o f  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  f i g u r e s  “ s e c t i o n s  
3 7  o r  3 7 A .” .

13. S e c t i o n  3 9  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is a m e n d e d  b y  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  
t h e  w o r d s  “ T h e  P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y ”  w h e r e  t h e y  f i r s t  a p p e a r  
t h e r e i n  a n d  b y  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  t h e r e f o r  o f  t h e  w o r d s  “ T h e  P r e s i d e n t  
o r  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  S e c r e t a r y  a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  b e . ” .

14. P a r a g r a p h  3 o f  t h e  F i r s t  S c h e d u l e  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a w  is 
a m e n d e d  a s  f o l lo w s  —

(i) b y  r e - n u m b e r i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r a g r a p h  a s  s u b -  
p a r a g r a p h  ( 1 ) ;

f i i)  b y  t h e  d e l e t i o n  i n  s u b p a r a g r a p h  (11 a s  r e - n u m b e r e d  o f  
t h e  w o r d s  “ N o  m o n i e s ”  a p p e a r i n g  t h e r e i n  a n d  b y  t h e  
s u b s t i t u t i o n  t h e r e f o r  o f  t h e  w o r d s  “ S u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s u b p a r a g r a p h  (2 )  n o  m o n i e s ” ; a n d

(i i i )  b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e t o  o f  a  n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  a s  
f o l lo w s  —

“ (2 )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y t h i n g  c o n t a i n e d  i n  s u b -  
p a r a g r a p h  (1 )  w h e r e  m o n i e s  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  i n t o  
t h e  F u n d  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  a  p r o j e c t  a n d  s u c h  p r o j e c t



h a s  t h e r e a f t e r  b e e n  f i n a n c e d  f r o m  s o m e  o t h e r  
s o u r c e  t h e n  t h e  m o n i e s  so  p a i d  i n  m a y  b e  w i t h ­
d r a w n  w’i t h o u t  w a r r a n t  a n d  p l a c e d  o n  d e p o s i t . ” .

P a s s e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  t h i s  d a y ,  t h e  3 0 t h  M a r c h ,  1 9 7 2 .

G . T .  M a t e n c e ,

Clerk o f the National Assembly.


